
Church Family, 

  

As one of your pastors I wanted to share with you my personal beliefs about the recent decision of our Session. I 

would like to communicate where I personally stand on the issue and share with you how I understand my 

convictions to impact ministry with you and our shared ministry together. 

I believe that as followers of Jesus Christ, we can disagree on a good many things and still be the body of Christ 

and the family of faith, and that goes for this issue as well. I take Paul's counsel in Romans 14 to heart…  

5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each of them 

should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever 

eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives 

thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we 

live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this 

very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 

In this discussion of personal piety and freedom, Paul gives us a great rule, "In essentials unity, in non-essentials 

liberty, in all things charity" (to quote St. Augustine). While some will say that these issues at hand regarding 

homosexuality are essential to faith and life, as I have prayed, discussed, read Scripture and pondered, I don't 

think this is an essential core belief that must be adhered to for faith in the life of the church. 

Consequently, I am comfortable being a Pastor of a church that allows same sex marriage ceremonies to occur 

even if I personally will not perform them. How can I do that? Because at New Hope, I believe we agree on the 

central tenets of the Gospel, and can disagree on the non-essentials, and this is a non-essential in my book.  

The New Testament community of faith often wrestled with differences just as we are doing so now.  They were a 

community passionately committed to unity in Christ and, at the same time, committed to loving and serving one 

another in humility, even where there were differing convictions of what should rightfully be the faithful practice 

of Christian discipleship.  The community of Christ from its very beginning has had to work to live together in 

unity because there were so often differing conclusions around non-essential matters of faith and theology. 

 

I believe the essential matters where there must be unity in the church are: 

  

-          Jesus is Lord. The earliest followers of Jesus Christ expressed their faith in this simple 

statement.  The defining statement of the church is an acknowledgement that Jesus Christ is himself 

fully God and fully human. 

-          We are saved by grace alone.  Our salvation is due, from first to last, to the work of God and 

not to our work, nor our works.  

-          We are saved through faith alone.  God's gracious work of salvation is received through faith 

in Jesus Christ.  

-          We are saved by Christ alone.  Jesus Christ is utterly and absolutely unique.  We are saved 

through the merits of Christ alone and we come to God through Christ alone. 

-          Scripture alone is the rule for life and faith in the church and it is God's written word to us. 

-          The Priesthood of all Believers.  Every follower of Jesus Christ is called to ministry.  The 

church exists for the world and for God's glory, and the responsibility to be salt and light to the world 

is shared by every believer. 

  



There are oceans of theological literature explaining and expanding upon each of these statements, but in their 

most unqualified form, these are the things that I would argue constitute the essential matters where the church 

ought to find its unity.  

  

I believe in a traditional understanding of marriage as intended by God for one man and one woman.  I have 

arrived at this position because of my understanding of Jesus, my interpretation of Scripture, and my reluctance to 

overthrow centuries of Christian tradition.  While I can understand the Scriptural understandings that can 

lead to blessing these relationships I am not at a place where I can personally perform these weddings in 

an official manner.  Maybe someday I will be ready to do so, but not now.  That being said, I support civil rights 

for all members of our society, including the members of the LGBT community.  I continue to wrestle with this 

position and to listen to others who are moving in a different direction.  

  

I am committed to remaining in fellowship with those who disagree with me on the topic of same sex 

marriage.  There are many people, whom I love and respect, whose spiritual journeys impress me, whose lives 

bear witness to Jesus Christ, who are united with me in conviction to every essential matter of Christian faith, and 

who disagree with me on this issue.  I do not believe our disagreement on this topic prevents me from being their 

colleague, brother in Christ, friend or pastor.  I love them.  And I know they love me.  I am committed to listening 

to their convictions, to sharing my own, and to partnering with them in mission and ministry.  

  

I believe I might be wrong.  I hold these beliefs now and am confident in them.  This is where my study of 

scripture, the council of my brothers and sisters in the church and my convictions have led me.  However, it is 

also my deep conviction that I may be wrong.  This has been proven true to me through lived experience.  I would 

welcome any conversation or disagreement with me on any of the things I have written above, provided that you 

are willing to admit that you may be wrong as well.   

  

As our society as a whole is becoming more polarized, Jesus expects something different from us.  I believe the 

church should strongly reject the instinct to become polarized and divided on this (and other) issues.  I am 

committed to continuing, in unity, to disagree and wrestle together.  It has historically taken the church decades to 

come to an understanding around difficult theological issues and I am willing to sit with the tension.    Christ 

prays for us that we would be one.  The Apostle Paul implores the church over and over in his letters to them (and 

to us) to live in unity and in peace.  Christ tells us that our love for one another will be the marker by which the 

world will know that we are Christ's followers.  I believe that we simply must refuse to model our actions and life 

together on the pattern of disagreement we are surrounded by in today's culture. I hope, pray and expect that we 

will continue to grow together in the midst of our disagreement. 

  

I pray this letter has been clarifying.  It has been one of the great honors and joys of my life to serve as a pastor of 

this congregation for the past 14 years. I am grateful as always to be following Jesus Christ alongside you. 

 

Blessings 

  

 

Erik Holm  

Associate Pastor 


