
March 31, 2015 

 

Open letter to New Hope Presbyterian Session, 

 

As Session considers the issue of whether or not to allow same-gender marriages to be 

performed at New Hope, I would like to respectfully submit my comments, as a member of New 

Hope and a past moderator of Deacons. 

 

I understand the point of view that scripture condemns homosexual relationships but I feel that 

how we read and understand scripture must change, and has changed, over time. Attitudes 

toward slavery, the status of women and children as chattel property, the active participation of 

women in church life as teachers, leaders, deacons and ministers, the mixing of men and women 

in services, and so forth, have all changed over time. 

  

There is great precedent for re-interpreting scriptural prohibitions. At the very beginning of the 

Christian church, the apostles voided Biblical dietary restrictions and requirements for 

circumcision. If the apostles thought it was okay to re-interpret the Bible and decide that some 

rules were no longer relevant, I don’t think we, today, should feel we can’t as well.  

 

So what is the compass for Christians in changing times? As Russ taught us in this winter’s 

Pastor’s Class, our over-riding guiding principle must be the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. When the Bible seems at odds with Christ’s teachings to love others, we go with Christ’s 

teachings. Jesus accepted and embraced those condemned by society. He rejected longstanding 

views and societal attitudes that were unloving. He left us with two great commandments, above 

all others: to love God with all your heart, and to love your neighbor as yourself. Same gender 

couples seeking to sanction long-term, loving relationships in the church is consistent with these 

teachings of Jesus. 

 

Change is hard. I know many people are unhappy over the changing attitude to homosexual 

relationships in our society. But it is a change that is happening and won’t be stopped. Young 

people, in particular, do not condemn gay people or relationships. To most youth, it is a “non 

issue.” For New Hope to survive 5, 10, 20 years into the future, it will need to stay relevant for 

upcoming generations, or wither and fold as the current aging congregation moves away or 

passes. 

 

Fifty years ago, many churches wouldn’t accept black members, allow inter-racial marriages or 

baptize the children of those marriages. They wouldn’t have accepted a black minister or allowed 

a black teacher in Sunday school. Today we know that is wrong and bigoted. In 50 years, do we 

want future generations condemning New Hope as bigoted and hateful, for shutting our ears to 

what Jesus taught us?  

 

Thank you to all of you on Session for all your work on this challenging issue and for prayerfully 

considering  all aspects of this. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mary Taylor Young 


