
Members of Session 
 
I understand that you are asking for input regarding allowing gay 
marriages to take place at New Hope, here are my thoughts: 
 
Over the past 45 years my views on the gay community have 
changed slowly but dramatically.  In the 70’s I was a sales 
representative for the Coors brewing company and visited 
thousands of bars, some of them were gay bars in states like 
Montana, Kansas and Wyoming.  Being a gay person in those 
days and in those states was a tough lifestyle.  
 
In 1976 there was a labor strike at Coors and the brewery was 
boycotted by a number of different groups, the gay community 
being one of them.  By then I was a regional manager and part of 
my job was to accompany a group of gay Coors employees to 
dozens of gay bars in the larger cities in California, Washington 
and Denver.  I was actually surprised that we had gay employees 
at Coors because it was a well-kept secret by them.   
 
Over the next decades I worked construction in hospitals and 
found that a number of gay folks work in health care.  Years later 
working as the Director of Facilities Management for Adams 
County I had a number of Co-workers that were gay.    There was 
also an openly gay couple that were my neighbors when I lived in 
rural Weld County. 
 
All of these life experiences have slowly changed my opinion 
regarding the gay lifestyle. The big question is whether or not 
being gay is a choice or not.  If it is a choice, like robbing a bank 
or cheating on ones taxes or getting a divorce then those that 
condemn it using the bible could be right and those folks need 
prayers and our forgiveness.  If not then obviously God built being 
gay into their DNA as sure as the color of ones skin or ones IQ.  
 



I admit that I don’t understand homosexuality and find it hard to 
imagine the intimate aspects of the relationship in much the same 
way I can’t imagine grandma and grandpas most intimate 
moments, it’s better to just not allow your mind to ponder such 
things, it’s easer to love them that way.  
 
I do know why so many gays were “in the closet” for such a long 
time, for many years it was a very tough lifestyle.  One that took a 
lot of courage to be open about and probably much heartsickness 
to repress.  Being shunned by family, friends and co-workers 
must have been terrible. 
 
By now it must be clear that I believe being gay is not a choice. 
So to the point of allowing a gay couple to marry at New Hope.  
When the Church gets it right it oft leads society in a new and 
more loving direction but realistically most times it is society that 
changes direction leaving the Church to catch up and some 
Churches are very slow in doing so. 
 
Being gay no longer has the image of young boys frolicking in 
some back street bathhouse.  There are television shows and 
movies with gay characters and one only need walk the streets of 
almost any large city to see gay couples enjoying each others 
company.   
 
I have heard the argument that some people change their minds 
about being gay.  I believe the rock and roll artist Little Richard 
once said that he was no longer gay and now believed that God 
made Adam for Eve not Steve.  This was after all, Little Richard 
and in my opinion, a rare occurrence. I guess some folks can 
change their minds after all 40 to 50 percent of marriages in the 
US end in divorce.  It would not surprise me if a gay couple 
divorced but it would if they stopped being gay.   
 



If a gay couple wants to make the commitment to marry and find a 
home, build a life and make a difference in a loving relationship 
with a person of the same sex what better place to start than New 
Hope 
 
I’m also saddened when people leave New Hope over this issue; 
they stick around even though they disagree on right to life or 
abortion, stem cell research and other controversial issues. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to express my views, good luck with a 
very tough decision.   
 
Thanks again, 
 
Bill Scott 


