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THINGS TO CONSIDER ABOUT SAME SEX MARRRIAGE 

 Brothers and Sisters on the Session, here is a compendium of thoughts about the most important 

decision, in my opinion, that we will EVER make.  I have studied, researched, prayed and thought about this 

since I came on duty.  I go to bed thinking about it and wake up thinking about it.  It has consumed much of 

me these past months. I am convinced the Holy Spirit has guided me in this effort. The Spirit gave me 

references and ideas that led me to read thoughtful writings by experts and they have appropriate attribution 

herein to lend credibility. This is a quick and easy read broken into four main perspectives, i.e., A big 

perspective (“A Wide Angle View”), a tighter perspective (“A Closer View”), a zoom-in perspective (“An Up 

Close and Personal View”) and finally an outside New Hope perspective (“A Community View”). The latter 

“view” may well be the most important, in that; it deals with the very sustainability of our wonderful and 

beloved church. Please read it.   

A Wide Angle View:   

 I wonder if we are considering the right issue. At one point, Russ asked us to “Ask the right question.”  

It seems to me we have a much larger issue. We are spending an inordinate amount of time on a “skirmish” 

within a larger battle…no, within an all-out war.  The worldwide church of Jesus Christ is at war.  The church of 

Jesus Christ in America is at war! With whom, you ask? We are at war with whom Jesus called “The Evil One.” 

Some call it the Enemy,” Beelzebub, Satan, Devil or the Dark Side. Have you seen the curriculum “The Invisible 

War” by Chip Ingram; what believers need to know to prayerfully defend themselves and their families against 

Satan’s daily spiritual warfare?  Star Parker, a young black woman and guest columnist for 

OneNewsNow.com, March 9, 2015 Says…”Why do we need a new federal law to protect those whose religious 

convictions see marriage as it has been understood for our whole national history? Because a war is taking 

place in our country to delegitimize religion and to use every means of legal aggression to make it impossible 

for those with traditional biblical faith to live according to their convictions in their public lives.” Who is 

winning, you ask? The answer is plainly NOT the Church of Jesus Christ.  How do we know, you enquire? Let us 

look around and see if there is evidence to consider.  

 Russ tells us that in a poll taken of religious affiliation that for the first time the “None of the above” 

was at an all-time high.  This is corroborated by Cameron Nations, a seminary student, in his posting “A Call to 

Confession: A Reflection on the Rise of the ‘Nones’ From Someone Who Should Probably Be One,” October18, 

2012.  He says, “The Pew Forum found the largest percentage of “Nones” are young (under 30), prompting 

religious leaders to comment on how this shapes the present and the future of congregations and 

communities.  The California based Barna Group conducted a survey and reports FORTY THREE per cent of 

Americans don’t attend Church ( Onenewsnow.com, January 27, 2015). David Kinnaman of Barna says “Those 

people (Christians) are looking for a church that ‘makes a difference’ in the community, including taking care of 

the poor. “ Audrey McLeod, former New Hope Director of Lay Ministries says in her Blog “In a recent poll on 

‘Spiritual Journey Evaluation’ by Bob Guiliam, 65 % of Christian church goers say they are declining in their 

spiritual growth,” What else? Well, Franklin Graham (Billy’s son) says, “secularists (progressives) have taken 

control of our country. …It’s all over the country…You have secularists and the humanists who are wanting to 

deny that Jesus ever existed” ( Michael F. Haverluck, OneNewsNow.com, February 4, 2015). Fifty per cent of all 

marriages fail within five years. Births from unwed mothers are sky rocketing. Single parent households are 

now becoming the norm.  The Millennial generation (starting in 1984) is largely not engaged in religious life 
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and many have not heard the story of Jesus from their parents or grandparents.  Surveys show that in 2003, 25 

percent of those polled attend church Seldom/Never. That number increased to 29 percent in 2013. A recent 

headline on “In the Line of Fire” by Dr. Michael Brown says this…”Rob Bell Trashes the Bible on Oprah.” Should 

we ask…are we trashing the Bible? In our own congregation, the recent TAG Consultants survey indicated 

EIGHTY percent of our congregation is “not engaged.” Our average giving is ONE per cent of gross income 

compared to the national average of 2.6 per cent, yet Douglas County is number FIVE of 3144 counties in gross 

incomes and that means we are one of the richest counties in America. Men’s Breakfast consistently has only 

some 20 in attendance. Prayer in school is a fading memory.  A little girl was SUSPENDED for automatically 

saying “God bless you” when a fellow student sneezed.  A Mayor fired his Fire Chief for stating his Christian 

beliefs. Mainstream denominations are dying, including PC (USA).  This just scratches the surface.  Who then is 

pleased with this situation? Circle your choice. 

   Jesus  the Evil One 

The enemy strategy is working well and the results are high marks for the dark side.  We find ourselves 

in an unparalleled time of overextended toleration of almost any behavior and extreme “political correctness” 

whereby almost anything we say can offend someone.  Therefore, the Enemy uses this as an advantage to 

foist on us these deleterious changes to our values, which are counter to ABSOLUTES that we hold dear and by 

which we normally live. We tamper with these at our peril. Who funnels us into a trap, much as cowboys 

round up wild horses into a box canyon? They herd the horses to a hidden corral in which there is no escape 

(We know who!). Once trapped, the horses become confused and mill around divided.  Some want to crash 

the gate and run over the cowboys to freedom. Some, in fear, wait to see if the cowboys might mean them 

well instead of sending them to the dog food factory.  We too are funneled down the box canyon of “Social 

Justice “and spend our time in confusion, and division with issues as Gay Pastors and Gay marriage. These are 

just part of more issues to come, INCLUDING the question of the deity of Christ.  

NO, you say, NEVER HAPPEN!  Think again.  Consider this statement…”Dr. Davis clarified this issue for 

me that there have not been any statements officially approved by PCUSA that have questioned the deity of 

Christ, but there have been statements made by individual ministers at church meetings that openly 

questioned Christ’s deity.  In addition, PCUSA has invited to conferences speakers that have denied Christ’s 

deity, and has paid expenses for such speakers.  Material from such speakers has been published by PCUSA 

funded publishing houses.” (“Theology and Spiritual Interpretation in PCUSA” by Chris Friedsdorf-First 

Presbyterian Church Kingwood, Texas, Phone 281-361-4439). Some time ago, I read an account in Presbyterian 

Layman about a Presbyterian church in Virginia that called a Dutch female pastor and during the Presbytery 

examination she refused to confess the deity of Jesus Christ; they APPROVED her anyway. Consider this, 

written by Carmen Fowler Laberge in Presbyterian News and Analysis, about the removal of Joe Rightmyer as 

a Presbyterian minister of Highland Park Presbyterian Church (4,000 members) in Dallas, Texas…” One case in 

point: As it defrocks Rightmyer, the PCUSA has seen John Shuck move to a larger congregation and a new 

presbytery in Oregon. Shuck, who openly denies the divinity of Jesus, the veracity of the Bible and the existence 

of heaven. But for the PCUSA it’s all ‘up’ for those like Shuck and ‘down’ with those like Rightmyer.”  Shuck did 

not deny these charges when he replied to them in a subsequent blog. In a more recent blog, Shuck said these 

words…”  The PC (USA) is awash in heresy and it refuses to do anything about it.  Take for example, me. I think 

the Bible is wrong about most everything.  It is wrong about evolution, slavery, women, and gays. It has no 

authority about those topics. I think the Bible is wrong about cosmology, history, our future, Jesus, and God. 
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The texts were all written by human beings without any supernatural or special revelation.  Yet I preach in a PC 

(USA) pulpit. Run! Flee! Escape while you can into the refreshing waters of pure doctrine! Ten denominations 

aren’t near enough. We will need plenty more break-offs before we finally give up on the oppressive notion of 

the Authority of Scripture. The Bible contains no truth outside of what we can discover through public means of 

inquiry. Don’t misunderstand. I enjoy the Bible. It is a marvelous human book.  I read it and study it with all the 

critical means at my disposal. In so doing, I will do my part to undermine its Authority which I think is the next 

important step for religious freedom.”  Should we ask…Are we still a Christian denomination with an ordained 

Minister serving in a PC (USA) pulpit as John Shuck? How did he answer the first question of ordination, i.e., 

“Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through 

him believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Book of Order W-4.4003)? 

Our denomination splintered with churches leaving and cleaving to other more conservative 

denominations. They leave behind an ever-increasing liberal membership that tolerates, rationalizes and 

causes changes to our Book of Order that exacerbates the membership decline and counters the mores set 

forth in the other half of our constitution, the Book of Confessions, which cannot change so easily.  We who 

are left are confused and find our so-called connected denomination no longer connected with decisions left 

to each congregation whether to call a gay pastor or conduct gay marriages.  Should we ask…Have we lost 

sight of our primary mission? No, we should ask, “What does the Lord require?” The Bible says the answer is 

simply three things, i.e., 1. Love God, 2. Love our neighbor (everyone else) and 3. Go out and make disciples. 

How are we doing? The proof of the first is how we handle the remaining two.  Do we really love our 

neighbor? Do we really go out and make disciples? How many times have we told our personal story to an 

unchurched person or a young person who has not heard the Jesus story? Each of us should answer… and 

then tell the rest of us whether we are doing just fine and whether we are right on point. Our society 

(community) is pushing God away. Atheists have successfully caused, with the help of the ACLU, to take prayer 

out of schools, take down all Christian references in any public building, and attempt to change the name of 

Christmas to “Happy Holiday” and a host of other means to denigrate our Faith.  In our own state of Colorado, 

we have caused our children to become addicted to POT as reported by the unexpected rapid usage increase 

in our MIDDLE SCHOOLS via the legalization of marijuana.  WHAT HAVE WE DONE TO OUR CHILDREN? We are 

going down the same path as the Old Testament Israelites as described in Hosea 4:1-4a, 9:9a “There is no 

faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land, there is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing 

and adultery; they break all the bounds and bloodshed follows bloodshed.” God gave them over to their 

desires and ultimately wiped them out and ten of the twelve tribes are no longer identifiable. We are also 

going the way of the Roman depravity described in the New Testament, Romans 1:28-32 “Furthermore, since 

they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do 

what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity.  

They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice.  They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, 

arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, 

heartless, ruthless. Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, 

they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.”  Does all this 

sound familiar? We read these things in the newspaper. We see and hear these things every day on TV and the 

Internet. Is it too late? Has God given us over to our own desires? Will God wipe us out as the Romans were? 

Should we ask… When will we take a stand? No, the right question is WILL WE TAKE A STAND? 
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A Closer View: 

 We must face the skirmish of same sex marriage and pray that we have the energy after a protracted 

debate to face the next one already on track and likely to surface at the next General Assembly meeting. So, 

how do we begin? Let’s review the research of experts we have in hand as well as others. 

 “The Bible’s Yes to Same-Sex Marriage” by Mark Achtemeier:  He has a BIG heart and stretches as far 

as he can to rationalize his changed position. It seemed to me, his search for truth was akin to 

scientists searching for the substance of light. Those that look for light waves find waves, whereas 

those that search for light particles find particles. Neither Achtemeier nor the scientists set up their 

research as a purely objective search for factual truth. He dismisses all biblical references to same sex 

behavior as “fragments” similar to a used car buyer who kicks the tires, finds dents and complains 

further in order to reduce the price.  He is right when he says the Bible has nothing to say about same 

sex marriage (could the writers even imagine such a thing?).  However, it has much to say about same 

sex behavior.  His rationale regarding Sodom and Gomorrah becomes a fantastic story when he opines 

that that kind of sexual activity is not acceptable whereas his kind is appropriate! He goes on to opine 

that historical context is not acceptable in light of today’s context.  With that logic, we could justify 

ANY behavior. Pages 87 and 88 say, “The early church considered it (The Old Testament) very carefully, 

however, and concluded it was too much at odds with Jesus’ teaching and the apostolic witness to 

qualify as acceptable Christian teaching.” WHAT? The Old Testament WAS their Bible. His fairy tale 

story about Sodom on page 89 leaves me wondering if he wrote that while in Colorado testing some of 

our legal marijuana! I found his reasoning far-fetched, misleading and confusing.  Michael R. Deutsch 

reported his opinion of the book on July 15, 2014 on Kindle Edition and said, “I felt he was stretching 

for answers that were not present.  It was basically, if the Bible does not say no, then the answer is yes, 

and even if the Bible does say no, we’ll find a reason to say yes. I was disappointed even in his thoughts 

on premarital sex.  He speaks of “treating virginity as an arbitrary rule” and later states, “Treating 

Biblical sexual regulations as arbitrary expressions of divine authority also imbues them with a kind of 

radioactive aura that can do enormous spiritual damage to those who, even once, yield to temptation 

and fall short.  In other words, give in to temptation so you do not have to feel bad about the guilt of 

sin. I totally disagree” (SO DO I).    

 “Can You Be Gay and Christian?” By Michael L. Brown, PhD: I found Brown’s book a very detailed and 

studious review of the matter from his heart and from an academic basis. I agreed with his conclusions 

and the book speaks very well for itself.  

 “A Charitable Discourse” by Dan Boone, DM. Dr. Boone is President of Trevecca Nazarene University.  

His book is “A Charitable Discourse: talking about the things that divide us” Beacon Hill Press, 2010. He 

devotes three chapters to sexuality, two on homosexuality. Here are some of his comments about 

many anonymous letters he received from students struggling with same sex attraction. “These are 

our sons and daughters.  Their struggle and pain deserves more than pulpit grenades thrown their way 

and jokes made at their expense.  They want to walk with God and are tortured by inner struggles over 

sexual orientation.  They have asked us not to throw in the towel on the gay lifestyle, and they have 

confessed that they are lonely and in need of listening ears, good friends, and human touch. The body 

of Christ can provide these in a context that will sustain a life of celibacy (my emphasis), if we fail to, 
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they will walk away toward those who are ready to introduce them to a deadly way of living.” He also 

said, “We (The Church) must walk the fine line between welcoming the homosexual and accepting 

/condoning homosexual behavior.” We will return to report on some of these student letters written 

to him by practicing homosexuals, their friends or those struggling with same sex attraction, in a latter 

part of this treatise, i.e., “Up Close and Personal View.” 

 

 Are Homosexuals born that way, fact or opinion? 

The pro-gay faction would have us believe that homosexuality is in the DNA and we should honor that 

fact to accept their aberrant behavior as natural to support their demands for acceptance of gay 

marriage. Recently, the Vice President of the U.S. has taken up this banner in ignorance. However, no 

such scientific medical evidence supports that opinion. Dr. Michael L. Brown reports, “One of the most 

gay-friendly professional organizations in our country is the American Psychological Association, and 

yet even the APA states that, ‘there is no consensus among scientists about the exact reasons that an 

individual develops a heterosexual, bisexual, gay, or lesbian orientation.’” He also reported a 

statement by Psychiatrist Nathaniel S. Lehman, chair of the Task Force on Religion and Mental Health 

who said in 2005…”Researchers now openly admit that after searching for more than 20 years, they 

are still unable to find the ‘gay gene’” (Journal of American Physicians and Surgeons).  Brian Fisher 

reported on the experiment using identical twins that have identical DNA. The initial thought was if 

one twin was gay, surely, the other would be gay also and the concordance (state of agreement) 

should be very high. He says “Alas, the concordance rate according to researchers Peter Beauman from 

Columbia and Hannah Bruckner from Yale is somewhere between 5% and 7%.” Thus, that argument 

remains unproved and bolsters the thought that to some degree, personal choice must play a part in 

the matter.  Why then are some people homosexual and most are not? Would that we knew and could 

find some peace in just knowing and praying that, perhaps something medically could “right the ship.” 

 Are Gay families healthy for children? 

Charlie Butts (OneNewsNow.com) November 14, 2014 reports on findings by Dr. Janice Shaw Crouse, 

author of “Children at Risk and Marriage Matters.” She says, “This study from American Enterprise 

Institute adds to the accumulation of 40 years of data that the children of parents who are married 

(man and woman) are wealthier, they end up better educated and they’re better able to hold a job.”  

She also said “…for a long time Christians have been saying that family structure-biblical marriage-is 

the key.  Society has paid a price in steering away from that.” 

 

An Up Close and Personal View: 

 Some homosexuals believe their desire and behavior is WRONG.  How do I know that? Because they 

said so. Here are some excerpts from Dr. Boone’s Book (ibid) of letters written to him from students attending 

a Christian university in Illinois that struggle with homosexuality.  Their identities are confidential. 

Letter No. 1: “I have never engaged in any homosexual activity directly, though I am a current 

pornography addict, which is related to my homosexual issues. …I don’t at all think it’s genetic.  I come 

from a background of abuse on both sides of the family for generations, awful physical, verbal, and sexual 

abuse perpetrated by men of the family, often in the name of Christ using perverted Scripture.  I learned 

early in life not to trust men. …Why does God forbid something that to us seems very natural? Why would 
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God deny us such profound desires of our hearts? If anyone thinks homosexuality is primarily physical, 

they’re wrong.  It’s so much more than that.  But I know that God only forbids us things that are bad for us, 

and I can trust that. Nonetheless, emotionally, it is excruciating.  I feel like I have a pretty strong faith, but 

it has been difficult.  It requires constant dependence upon God. …What you said in your sermon was very 

balanced.  We need to hear that it’s wrong.  So many churches are waffling or telling us it’s OK.  I wish they 

knew how difficult that is for us.  I want more than anything for it to be OK.  I barely hold on to that truth 

much of the time.  To have a church tell me that it might be OK is so difficult.  It makes me want to move 

there and attend there and pretend for the rest of my life that I can be a Christian and a homosexual 

without any problems.  But I can’t. …The world, I’m sure, is outraged at your stand for truth that is not 

politically correct.  But I thank you for that.  I personally was wavering in the stand I had taken.  I needed to 

hear again that it is wrong. …I hope to do more research soon, just for my own self.  I needed to do the 

research myself so that I could settle for myself once and for all that homosexuality really is scripturally 

wrong.  I did settle that.  “Ella” 

 

Letter No. 2: This letter is from a young man writing about his friend:  “The statistic about a large percent of 

gays having over one thousand partners sounds ridiculously overblown, yet I know it’s true. My friend had 

around sixty partners in about four months. …Here’s the problem, though…he’s in a major crisis over his 

spiritual beliefs.  And there’s little I can tell him he doesn’t already know.  He’s no intellectual chimp.  He was a 

religion major…graduated at the top of his class…was praised by the faculty…and went on to seminary where 

he got involved in the gay community.  This highly intelligent guy, who knows the Bible thoroughly, and yet is 

faced with a personal “flaw” as he sees it, which the church condemns.  …He’s on the verge of surrendering 

completely to the gay lifestyle, including switching churches to one that accepts homosexuals, although 

discarding Christianity also seems to be on his mind. “Fred” 

 

Letter No. 3: “After experiencing both sides of the fence in the struggle with homosexuality, I can honestly tell 

you that more long-term satisfaction is found in Christ than in sexual intimacy with the same sex.  Ironically, 

many homosexuals do find their yearnings for identity and acceptance pacified through the gay life. The 

fulfillment I received through these friendships filled a void in my life that I thought would always remain 

empty.  But the void wasn’t filled for long.  By the grace of God, I once again found myself longing for more.  I 

wasn’t satisfied in serving the god of homosexuality.  …but I do know that God has a plan for my life and will 

see me through.  I also know that if it weren’t  for the prayers of family and friends, I would still be searching 

for fulfillment in the gay community.  “Steve” 

 

Letter No. 4: “The reason I am writing to you is because I am gay and nobody knows about it.  …One of the 

reasons a person might be homosexual could be the lack of a male role model.  I believe this describes me.  You 

see my father was never around.  He was an alcoholic.  …I know for a fact that the lifestyle is wrong!  That is 

not how Christ wants me to live.  I just don’t know what to do anymore.  I’m tired of leading a double life.  …I 

want to serve God, but I don’t know how to get rid of this skeleton.  …I know Christ loves me no matter what, 

but I can never live a Christian life while living with this in my heart.  “Matthew” 
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Letter No. 5: “I struggle with homosexuality and pornography addiction.  Many factors in my childhood went 

into both of these struggles, including a broken relationship with both of my parents, pornography exposure, 

and sexual abuse.  …When I was ten, the cousin who owned the pornography began molesting me.  Soon after, 

I learned that many men in my family were sexual abusers.  The message I heard was that no men were safe.  

…There was a time when I would have pursued a romantic relationship with her if she had been interested, 

even though I knew it was wrong.   As I faced the fact that I could not have a romantic relationship with Grace, 

I had to face the fact that I could never have that kind of relationship with any woman.  …Homosexuality felt 

natural and right to me, even though I knew it was not, and I did not understand why it was forbidden.  …As I 

am having more and more of my needs for women met in healthy, godly ways, my physical attraction to 

women and my need for inappropriate emotional enmeshment are diminishing.  …I still have some work to do 

with my counselor, but we will soon be done and are beginning to look ahead to how God may use my story to 

help others.  God has done amazing things, and I know that there is more ahead.  I am excited to see what it 

will be.  “In need of Grace” 

 

My heart goes out to all those young people who are resisting and fighting their attraction to the same gender 

and who believe it is wrong and want us to keep telling them it is wrong.  Shouldn’t we have the heart of 

Abraham when he argued with God about destroying Sodom?  Abraham asked the Lord…”Will you sweep 

away the righteous with the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous people in the city?  The Lord said ‘If I find 

fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.’ Abraham then continued 

the negotiation to 45 people, to 40 people, 30 people and 20 people, until he persuaded God that if there 

were only ten righteous people, he would spare Sodom (Genesis 18:23-33). Russ says there is about four 

percent of our society that are homosexuals.  Do we know how many of that four percent are fighting the urge 

to give in to the same sex attraction and are trying to stay celibate?  What if there are half (fifty percent) of 

the four percent that are trying hard not to cave-in? Would we vote to say, in effect, that sodomy is okay? 

What if there are 45 percent, what about 40 percent, 30 percent, and 20 percent? What if there are only 10 

percent of the four percent that are trying hard to remain pure? Would we still vote to undermine their 

struggle and cause our young brothers and sisters to stumble?  I do not believe we are that cold-hearted.  

How could we, in our heart of hearts, leave those few righteous young people to their own desires and give 

them over to the enemy.  I do not believe it!  

 Homosexual Relatives:  Many of us likely have homosexual relatives. We hear and read of the angst, 

the hurt, the ongoing tension because of the one who is different.  How does this happen? We have shown it 

is not DNA but there must be some sort of “bent.” The one we are familiar with told his mother that he was 

seduced in Middle School by a Teacher. We read in the letters to Dr. Boone how others came to a similar 

place. This boy also told his mother…”you think I want to be like this?” Upon reflection, I found that statement 

revealing.  First, he must have some kind of bent toward homosexuality.  Second, he must have felt it was not 

natural or right and he didn’t like being that way.  He has since pushed his “Partner” out of his home, so we 

wonder that perhaps he wants to become celibate. Our hearts go out to him as he struggles as those young 

people who wrote Dr. Boone.  We know his immediate family loves him but also that they do not condone 

homosexual behavior.   He is a kind and compassionate man who works for a nonprofit that helps people with 

AIDS and HIV (which he contracted but is successfully fighting) and does not make much money but he has a 

BIG heart. 
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 “Ellen” at New Hope: There is a precious woman that attends our church that we met when we 

originally visited New Hope. She had been attending about a year before we came eight years ago. We will call 

her “Ellen.” She never joined New Hope because of loyalty to her home church in another state with a 

different denomination where she had attended for some 70 years. She moved here to live with her son 

because of her husband’s health and limited mobility. He has since passed away. However, now, in her mid-

90s and desiring to remain in Colorado, she entertained changing her membership to New Hope.  However, 

she then received our Session letter regarding where we were in debating the decision to allow our facilities 

use for gay marriages.  She called me and asked me what it all meant, that she was very disturbed and that she 

had put her membership desire on hold.  She even said her son told her that she was attending a church that 

did not believe in the deity of Christ!  Therefore, MaryAnn and I invited her to lunch and for about two hours 

discussed her concern and especially the issue of Christ’s deity. We believe that showing her the four 

questions of membership helped. But, she still feels uneasy about the gay marriage issue saying…”Roy, I read 

the Bible through every year and that is not what I understand the Bible to say to me; I wasn’t brought up that 

way. So, I just have to think hard about joining New Hope; I’m not sure I can.” Ellen is VERY active in Women’s 

Bible Study and attends church regularly. She is a dear, dear friend who we truly love.  My heart goes out to 

her as she wrestles with the matter and prays for guidance, as do we. 

 “Joe” at New Hope: Joe sought me out because I’m on Session and said…”Roy, I understand that we 

should welcome homosexuals, make them members if they profess Christ as their savior and even baptize 

adopted children. But, the word “Marriage” really sticks in my craw.  Let them get married somewhere else.  I 

think to marry them here denigrates what I think marriage should be and I just don’t think it is right.” 

 “Bob” of New Hope: Anyone who thinks they are being deprived of their rights will eventually secure 

approval from the courts and governments.  The only thing I can hope for is that we retain some standards in 

the church regarding the institution of marriage as between a man and a woman.  We need to, at the very 

least, lift up this ancient and honorable tradition for the sake of our society. 

 “Ron” of New Hope: “Roy, what’s going to happen to our church?” 

 “Jed and Margie” (Excerpt from a letter to the Session, February 23, 2015): “We believe marriage is 

the union between one man and one woman, no exceptions.  We are not in favor of same gender unions 

being performed at New Hope.”  

 Discoverers Life Group at New Hope: The group discussed the matter after receiving the letter from 

the Session.  A straw vote about granting our facilities use for homosexual marriage ceremonies had the 

following results: 1-yes, 1-maybe and 11(85%)-No. 

 Pastor Jack Hill of Valley Springs, California (you guessed it, his wife’s name is Jill!): “Now, here is my 

position on gay marriage: I believe it is impossible.  God defined marriage as between a man and a woman.  

What the government dictates is something other than marriage in God’s eyes.  The courts can call it marriage, 

but it isn’t marriage unless God declares it so.  Gays can have a civil union “marriage” (I believe that is the 

term) but it will be state dictated not God sanctioned.  If God doesn’t sanction it, then it is null and void.  I will 

love them. I will minister to them. I won’t perform a ceremony for them and call it marriage.”  

 The Rev. Mike Norris (former Chaplain of the Douglas County Jail): Mike and I hit it off despite the 

fact that he is as far left as I am to the right, but I still love the guy. He continuously railed against Republicans 

and Conservatives every time we had lunch or a discussion about improving our religious classes.  Yet he was a 

“doer” and I admired that. He resigned his position and sought a Pastor position with a church.  He found one 
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in a small town in eastern Kansas.  They had previously hired a temporary Pastor and found out he was gay.  

When Mike arrived, one of his parishioners asked him what he thought about the matter.  Mike, the LIBERAL, 

answered…”don’t touch that with a ten foot pole; it will kill the church.” I share his fear. 

 

A Community View: 

 Russ wants New Hope to gravitate from an “Attractional” church where we make ourselves attractive 

to people so that they will come to us and find friendly people, find entertaining music and find studious, well-

presented sermons. Gravitate to what? The answer is to become a more “Missional” church whereby the real 

church becomes the members and friends of New Hope that go out into the community and “do church” 

wherever they are. That is, we proclaim the gospel at work, while shopping, at community meetings, while 

volunteering, in our neighborhoods, visiting friends and strangers, in other words while we are living and 

doing in the community. 

 So, what really is the community surrounding New Hope? What kind of people lives in our community? 

Our community is Douglas County and we live in the county seat, Castle Rock.  Douglas County is the most 

conservative county in the state of Colorado.  In fact, Douglas County is the 12th most conservative county in 

America, number 12 of 3,144 counties.  That means 99.6 % of all counties in America are less conservative 

than Douglas County. Why emphasize about conservatives? Because conservative people hold traditional 

values very dear and especially values regarding sexuality. They do so, to such a degree, that they ironically 

cause a backlash to occur regarding divorce rates. The Huffington Post on February 22, 2015 reported the 

results of a study entitled “Red States, Blue States, and Divorce: Understanding the Impact of Conservative 

Protestantism on Regional Divorce Rates.” The American Journal of Sociology will publish the study soon. 

Professor Jennifer Glass, University of Texas at Austin, set out to discover why divorce rates would be higher in 

conservative religious states but lower in states that are more liberal. She found that conservative religious 

cultures contribute to a decrease in marital stability.  How? They unwittingly…”put(ting) pressure on young 

people to marry sooner, (by) frowning upon cohabitation before marriage, teaching abstinence-only sex 

education and making access to resources like emergency contraception more difficult (that) all result in earlier 

childbearing ages and less solid marriages from the get-go.” From my reading, apparently strong parents with 

children who rebelliously experiment with sex, cause early pregnancies and early marriages with perhaps 

incompatible personalities that result in early divorces.  The report also says that even nonreligious people 

living in a conservative county have similar results. The point of reporting this phenomenon is to remind us 

that conservative people tend to have very firm ideas about sexuality and would most likely reject affiliation 

with churches that provide facilities for homosexual marriage.  My fear is that our actions to embrace 

homosexual marriage would speak so loudly to our community that they would not be able to hear us 

proclaim the Gospel. So, what would our community most likely hear us “say” by our actions? Here is what I 

think they would “hear:” 

 That New Hope believes Sodomy is normal, natural and the practitioners need neither rebuke nor 

forgiveness. 

 That New Hope does not hold marriage to a high calling. 

 That New Hope is a “Liberal” church. It does not reflect the values and mores of the community and is 

thus not inclusive of conservatives. 

 That New Hope is irrelevant. 
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How have conservatives responded to homosexual issues?  The Roman Catholic Church suffered 

tremendous harm from the gay priests debacle and are still reeling from it financially and from loss of trust by 

members and by communities. The Episcopal conservatives voted with their feet and split the denomination 

by forming a new one called Anglican Church in America. PC (USA) conservatives also vote with their feet and 

conservative churches have left the denomination and are still leaving at this time. Three are churches we are 

very familiar with, i.e., Kirk of the Hills in Tulsa where MaryAnn’s parents were members, First Presbyterian 

Church Houston where our son attended and Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church Houston where our family 

were members.  All three are HUGE churches. Therefore, PC (USA) is left with a preponderance of liberal 

churches as indicated by the vote to change the Book of Order regarding marriage to “two people” standing at 

some 75% in favor at the time of this writing.  This will further ease future approvals of even more liberal 

proposals to come. My fear is that conservatives in New Hope will also vote with their feet. We will lose dear 

people that love New Hope and with them, we will lose disproportionately, the donations that older, more 

conservative members now provide. In the past, we have let denominational storms swirl about us while we 

rested in the eye of the storms where it is peaceful, quiet and life makes sense.  Now we have ventured out 

into the destructive winds of confusion, anxiety, disappointment and anger. Why don’t we step back, let 

things lie as they are, cut our losses, repair relationships and focus on what God has in mind for us?  

We have already taken a hit.  Our attendance is down.  Our giving is down. Long-time members have quit 

coming. Some of our friends and acquaintances who sat up front still attend but now tend to sit near the back 

and we see in their faces the joy and happiness replaced by uncertainty and disappointment.  You can see it in 

their eyes. For what gain? Frankly, I cannot see any gain from our likely action. I CAN see tremendous loss of a 

church we love to attend, the loss of fellowship, the loss of joy in doing Christ’s work and the warm feeling of 

associating with people of God. Many parishioners of New Hope feel as we do and we do not want to leave 

New Hope but it seems to us that New Hope seems bent on leaving us.     

 

           

 

Roy Koerner 

 

 

 

  

 


